
It seems that the hot and humid 
summers that so many of us have 
experienced can cause heat to build up 
inside many plastic gourds and then 
condensation occurred.  As landlord, 
finding moist, stinky nests, means you 
need to vent your gourds.

Andrew Troyer, the manufacturer of the 
Troyer Horizontal and Vertical Gourd 
tells us that the Troyer Gourds have 
built in vents, simply drill a ¼” size hole 
into the vent.  These ¼” size holes 
work well for northern landlords, but 
southern landlords should consider 
adding PVC elbows.  

Other gourds like the SuperGourd you 
can add a PVC elbow.  Drill a hole the 
size of the PVC elbow and caulk into 
place.

If you add a PVC elbow place some 
cotton into the elbow to stop wasps 
from entering.  As soon as it gets warm, 
or your young is at least seven days old,  
unplug the vent.

Troyer’s offer both PVC elbows with 
plugs and now you can purchase a 
replacement heavy-duty cap that has a 
vent installed,  that will fit not only the 

Troyer Gourds, but also the 
SuperGourd, and Excluder.

Purple Martin babies can tolerate heat 
better than we can imagine, but a wet 
nest can cause mites and other creepy 
crawlies to attack your nestlings.  Keep 
the nesting chamber dry as possible and 
do nest replacements when your young 
are 7-9 days old and again around 14 
days old.  Also after severe down pours 
or if you are affected by high winds with 
blowing rain, check your nests to make 
sure they are dry.  Dry nests equal 
strong healthy young!

One more step you can take is to make 
sure your gourds and your houses have 
adequate drain holes and ventilation 
holes.  Wet nests can clog the gourds 
drain holes keeping the nest moist.  A 
plastic gourd should have at least 5 
drain holes up to 5/16” in size.  You can 
easily enlarge and add more drain holes 
to both plastic and natural gourds.  

Inadequate ventilation can cause the 
interior of an aluminum house to 
overheat to dangerous levels.  Make 
sure the aluminum house you purchase 
has ventilation in the nesting 
compartment area.

Venting Gourds

Tools need:
¼” drill bit

Drill

Using a ¼” size drill bit angle the drill bit under the molded 
in canopies found of the back side of the Troyer Horizontal 
Gourd and drill upward at a 45 degree angle


